What are CultureQuests?

CultureQuests are inquiry-based,
technology-supported investigations
of other peoples and cultures conducted
by teachers and students, grades 3
through college. CultureQuests supple-
ment the use of traditional texts in
learning about countries or cultures
with the vast array of resources provided
by the Internet. These resources include:
information-rich websites, e-mail, voice
and video access to students in class-
rooms of the culture under study and
online communication with experts.
CultureQuests utilize technology to
enhance all phases of the research
process, culminating in a class website
that serves to provide a worldwide
audience for student work.

CultureQuest projects are based on the
teacher’'s curriculum, expected stan-
dards, and students’ questions and
interests. After looking at ‘core’ aspects
of a country (e.g. demographics, history,
geography, etc.) students undertake the
exploration of such aspects of culture as:
literature, art, music, religion, language,
daily life, customs and traditions.

CultureQuests promote better under-
standing and appreciation of other
cultures, strengthen literacy and
research skills, and provide students
with the technology skills they need in
the 21st century. As such, it is one of the
best examples of the integration of
technology and content.

The development and expansion of the
CultureQuest Consortium is being sup-
ported by the JPMorgan Chase

Foundation.
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tate, International, and
University Partners

To maximize the number of classrooms:
participating in CultureQuest, we ares
seeking partnerships with school districts,
state departments of education, and other
appropriate organizations and educational
authorities willing to host CultureQuest fors
their state, region or nation. Becoming aj
partner involves  providing professional
development for teachers and, optionally,
maintaining a CultureQuest website.

CultureQuest Consortium partners are
developing CultureQuest programs at the
University of Vermont, Western Michigan
University, Eastern Connecticut State
College, and Haskell Indian Nations Univer-
sity in Kansas as well as at Hosei University
in Tokyo, The Pedagogical Center in Malmo,
Sweden and the New Delhi Schools, India.
Representatives from Chile, the Dominican
Republic, Spain, Ireland, Israel, Alaska and
Pennsylvania will also be joining as partners.

\We invite you to contact us if you would like
to learn more about becoming a partner in
he CultureQuest Consortium. We will
providle a free, two-day orientation
program as well as ongoing support and

establish your own CultureQuest website
and teacher orientation program.

For further information contact:
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212 650 5792
sgersh@ccny.cuny.edu
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